 RAURIMU SPIRAL ROUTE
A New Zealand route, in the central North Island, by Trevor Burt, trev2@xtra.co.nz
This MSTS Simulator route covers the section of New Zealands North Island Main Trunk line from Taumarunui down to Ohakune and features the World famed Raurimu Spiral, approximately midway along the route. For a distance of 50kms

South of Taumarunui, this section of the main trunk line ascends 634 metres up to

National Park. In the last 7kms of this section, from Raurimu station, there is an 

abrupt rise in altitude of  212 metres. To overcome this rise, far too steep for a

normal railway, a pioneer railway engineer, W.R.Holmes, plotted a series of curves

cuttings, tunnels and embankments on a one-in-fifty gradient to form the now World

famed Raurimu Spiral. In this MSTS simulation you can enjoy exploring the New

Zealand North Island Main trunk line from Taumarunui down to Ohakune. Also

Included are some of the many timbermills which once existed in this heavily forested

part of New Zealand.

    Included is an explore “information route” which has pop-up messages along the way South, to point out various items of interest.

The route is not too heavy on resources, so it is  suited for most systems. Some hesitation or pauses may be experienced in parts of the route and that is due to a flaw in MSTS.

NOTE:  In practice with N.Z.R. running left hand on dual sections of track, the route has signalling set up accordingly to suit left hand running.

SEASONAL TEXTURES:

                                                This is a summer only route, due to the creation of 1700 mosaic patches and the need to keep the final file size down.

NOTE: 

                This route is using a Hidewire exe and is a no-edit route.

    Yard Views – 0verhead views (press key 7) are at these stations/sites:
 Taumarunui

 Manunui

 Owhango

 Raurimu , the spiral and the mantelpiece.

 National Park

 Horopito

 Ohakune.

 Also the viaducts Makatote, Taonui and Hapuawhenua.

This is my rendition of the New Zealand central N.I.M.T. route. I stake no claims to

     accuracy, but this simulation is fairly representative of what is there, except for the 

   tmbermills, which used to be there.             

                                                                               Happy Railroading,

                                                                                                               Trevor Burt

                                                                                                                     2007.

               N.Z. Locomotives and rolling stock models to use on this route.

I would like to recommend the following NZR models for use on this route and I thank their creators for allowing the distributions with this package .Some are included with this package and others are available for free download from : 

www.tsnz.co.nz
            file name:           Description:

1)  NZR_LC.zip,     Set of goods wagons by Peter Hill.

2) NZR_LA.zip      Set of low side goods wagons by Peter Hill

3) NZR_H_Wagon.zip         High side sheep wagons by Peter Hill

4) NZR_T_Wagon.zip         Cattle wagons by Peter Hill

5) NZR_Fvan236.zip       30ft. Guards van by Peter Hill

      6)   BT_EF_v1_NZR Loco by James Eden

      7)   Ao146v1.zip        Tranzscenic passenger car by Nigel Booth      

8)   TZSAG_v1.zip    Tranzscenic Guards van by Nigel Booth         Overlander

9)   NZR_Dev1.zip     DE Diesel loco by Nigel Booth

10) NZR_Dev2.zip     DE Diesel loco by Nigel Booth

THANKYOU’S :     

There are many people I would like to thank for their help in bringing this route-build to a conclusion, for without their help, it would not have been possible.

 Barry Munro, a.k.a. “Capt. Bazza” for the stations Ohakune, National Park, Owhango, signal boxes, water vats and hydrants, coal crane, goods shed, houses, vegetation models, etc. Also, a helpful magazine and DVD of the route.

Please visit Capt. Bazza’s Website: http://groups.msn.com/MSTSFanSiteforNZ/
Stefan Van Vliet, a.k.a. “SaVV.” Thankyou Stefan for the fantastic animated sawmill  Also, the Manunui, Kakahi, Erua, Mansons Siding and Pokaka stations ( ex Hindon ),   the fabulous 4 x square store “borrowed” from Southrail and the new Savv 6000 gallon water vat.

Neville Brook, a.k.a. “Merlin”. Thankyou Neville for your farm implements and machinery and the Wanganui Intermediate school “borrowed” from Northrail.

Peter Hill, a.k.a. “Big Peter”. Thankyou Peter for providing information relating to timbermills and also the route zip preparation.

Michael Vone. Michael is the Author of the route builder’s bible “Step by step guide to building routes for MSTS”. Thanks, I would have been lost without it.

Mike Simpson. “Route-riter “A big thanks, Mike, for this fabulous programme which is capable of more than its name suggests.

Jeff Layfield. Thanks Jeff, for those fabulous little Austin Sevens.

Larry Friddle.Thanks for the housing blocks. These would have to be the route builders “best thing since sliced bread”, for they are easy to place and offer low hits on frame rates.

Wayne Campbell. Thanks for the much needed “Hidewire” exe., very much suited

to this route build with its timbermill sidings off the main electrified line.
KUJU, yes thankyou for creating the train simulator programme. Many people complain about the downfalls, including myself, but realistically there are more ups than downs and the fun I have had from my original $109.00 purchase represents great value.

All other model/object creators. I mentioned earlier that I have “borrowed” from Southrail, but do not know who all the model creators are. For fear of missing a mention, I make this generalized thankyou to those creators, you all know who you are.

Route Beta Testers:

I have appreciated the feedback from the route beta testers and have always accepted their comments as constructive criticism and not complaints. It is so easy to overlook things when you are deeply involved with it all the time. Thanks to:

Peter Gow, Bob Latimer, Darren Weston, Peter Hill.

Activities:

Thanks to Darren Weston for writing activities for this route.

Thanks to friends and family who have given me encouragement to carry on and complete this project, 18 months in the making. A hair raising moment when, towards the end of the build, the most crucial tile – the 2 x square km occupied by the spiral , vanished ! To add insult to injury, a bit further on, all objects, except track, vanished from the Taumarunui tile.

The Legal Bits:

The route and trainsets on this CD are distributed as freeware and are available within New Zealand, Australia and England by post/order. The only charge is for postage and packaging/handling and CD burning. Due to the package software size, there are no plans at this stage to distribute by upload to train-sim or other sites. This software is not to be uploaded by any person to any website without my permission. The trainsets contained with this route are available with the kind permission of their creators and must not be uploaded to any site without their express permission. Absolutely no commercial distribution of this package will be allowed. This package, or any part of its contents,

must not be sold or exchanged for any financial gain or reward.

This route is © Trevor Burt 2007

                                                                                                                         Disclaimer:

This route simulation is unofficial and I am not associated with Microsoft in any way. You install these files AT YOUR OWN RISK. I am not responsible for any damage or loss to you, your equipment, or any other property or persons, from using or abusing this add on and its files.

To load up route and trainsets:

1) Copy the Raurimu Spiral route folder into your MSTS Routes folder.

2) Copy the consist files into your MSTS Consist folder

3) Copy the contents of the trainset folder into your MSTS Trainset folder,

      overwriting when prompted.
4) Play and enjoy.

Any feedback concerning this route simulation would be much appreciated and I can be contacted @ : trev2@xtra.co.nz
*********************************************************************

