1969 - Paddington's Petulance





When the new identity of British Rail commenced in 1965, it was decided that a new blue livery would be applied to all locomotives. It was also decided that all hauled passenger coaches received a new blue and grey finish, which quickly got applied. 


However all standard DMU stock was to be finished in an all over blue livery, with the exception of a smallish number of them which were designated as express units and receiving the same blue grey finish as applied to loco hauled passenger coaches. 


In an act of typical exGWR petulance, the Western region, in complete defiance of the BR edict, also proceeded to apply the designated express blue grey livery to most of their regular DMU stock, even including by 1969, when this scenario is set, most of their suburban and secondary units as well! Revenge for the Hydraulics perhaps?


Take your newly repainted (in Blue and Grey of course) Class 117 unusually coupled in tandem with a 2 car Class 101, on a stopping service to Reading, during a bright but showery June afternoon. The 117 isn't exactly the fastest thing on wheels, so you may have to work very hard to keep to the timetable. The 101 at the back seems to be adding some extra power so use it to the full. You can also enjoy watching the mainly Diesel hydraulic traffic of 1969 that you will no doubt see along the way, though they have started to see a few withdrawals recently.


From an ongoing British Rail year by year series we have started, including a pre British Rail sampler set in 1964 .





A special thanks to gptech (Gary Padley) for the help (and files) for the renumbering of the preTOPS Blue 08 shunters and also the default Class 37 locos.





Payware required:





AP exDT Mark 1 Coaches


IHH Class 52 Western and Western diesels


IHH Class 33 and Class 117 Dmu plus Oct 2010 Bonus Pack


Steam DLC/IHH Class 20


RSC Class 101


RSDL Class 08





Please note that not all items may be currently available. New owners of TS2013 will also require the European assets package, and of course the GWML route.





Freeware required:





UKTS 30557 PreTOPS numbering Class 08


UKTS 30559 PreTOPS numbering Class 37


UKTS Freeware Project UK Wagons #1 and UK Carriages #1





For those with RW_Tools the Class 101 and 117 should be easily interchangeable.


However some timetable anomalies, due to their different characteristics may occur so be warned you may not make your times as planned.





Enjoy!





Rose and Gareth


