Beating Beeching's Axe Part 3 Mainline





A fictitious look at what might have been on parts of the Western Lines of Scotland.





Who would have thought that when Dr Beeching closed the line to Stranraer via Newton Stewart and the branch line to the refinery and port at Kirkcudbright that, following being mothballed it would then reopen some 20 years later to deal with the increased amount of Scottish oil brought through local ports and also with the thriving local economy to boot. 





The third (and probably the last) in this Beating Beeching's Axe series of scenarios fast forwards two years to 1988 and the introduction of Sprinters to parts of the route.





Although of course by then the WCML had already been electrified, a little bit of  what would be described as 'Artistic License' has been used to portray an alternative scenario where the wires have yet to arrive, and a definite air of general decay is portrayed locally around the Carlisle area. 


However both the Port Road and the main line north via Beattock are still thriving, but now with much more of the freight being by bulk services, and less use of local yards. 


The old main steam depots, yards, and many of the other extensive sidings around the Carlisle suburbs now lie abandoned and mostly derelict. 





You will drive a new trial afternoon service running all the way through from  Hexham to Kilmarnock, and you will be stopping at all the stations today. 


The signal in front which stopped you has just turned to green, so now take your Class 156 into platform one at Citadel station, where any further instructions will be given.





Payware Required:





AP Waggonz Class 142


AP/DT Coaches Mark 1 and Mark 2E


DT UK Wagons Pack (combined pack formerly packs 1 and 2)


IHH Class 26


JustTrains Class 20 Pack


Oovee Steam DLC Class 156


RSC Class 31 Pack


RSDL Class 08 Shunter and UK Wagons Packs





Freeware Required:





UKTS Freeware Project Wagons #1, Carriages #1 and Classic Diesels #1





As noted above this will probably be the last in this series (unless persuaded otherwise!) as our imagination can only be stretched so far. It is of course entirely fictitious, but most of the stock we have used in this should at least be fairly typical of the era. 


Just try to enjoy it for what it is, a bit of fun......!





Rose and Gareth


